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Revelation Chapter Three 

Sardis 3:1–5 

Time Period 
The time of the Reformers, AD 1517–1798  

Spiritual Condition 
They became stagnant. 

History 
The Sardis church represents the period of the Reformers. While the Reformers themselves were vibrant, alive, 
and students of God’s Word, future generations were not. They instead rested upon the reputation of their 
founders. Jesus said, “I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.” You think that you 
are alive because you are a member of a Protestant church, but in reality you are dead spiritually.  

Description of Jesus 
Jesus is described as He that “hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars.” This stagnant church needs the 
“seven Spirits” or the Holy Spirit to bring them back to life. They will receive the Holy Spirit in proportion to how 
much they feel their need for Christ. They will also receive the Spirit proportional to their desire and faith 
exercised to share Jesus with others.  

Rebuke 3:1–3  
Jesus begins by saying “I know thy works.” Jesus knows us all perfectly. He knows our spiritual condition. He 
knows what we need. And He knows how to lead us in our spiritual growth. The question is, Are we listening to 
the Spirit, or are we falling asleep? Unfortunately, the Christians of Sardis did not know their real needs. You 
might say, they fell asleep spiritually. But Jesus said, “Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that 
are ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect before God.”  

3:4 The Faithful 

Not all of the Sardis Christians were sleeping spiritually. Jesus said, “Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which 
have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy.” It takes cooperation 
with divine agencies to remain undefiled by the world. It also takes a watchful eye. You must be aware of your 
surroundings. What kind of things draw you closer to Christ? And what sort of things lead you away from Christ? 
Jesus says, “Be watchful!” 

We must also strengthen the things that we have. Through disuse, muscles tend to get weaker. So it is in the 
spiritual realm. If you have studied and prayed faithfully in the past, keep it up. If you have shared your faith in the 
past, continue to do so. If you decline to do so, you will get weaker and weaker spiritually. 

Reward 3:5  
“He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book 
of life, but I will confess his name before My Father, and before His angels.”  

Jesus made it evident that a Christian who keeps on sleeping spiritually will have his name erased from the book 
of life. Here again, Jesus is speaking about a judgment that pertains to believers. This day of judgment did not 
begin in the Thyatira or Sardis time periods, but it was coming soon. In vision, Daniel was shown the judgment and 
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wrote, “I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, … the judgment was set, and the 
books were opened.” Daniel 7:9, 10. 

So far we have reason to believe that Nicolaitan and Balaamite Christians will have their names blotted out of the 
book of life. Those who tolerate Jezebel will also be lost, as well as Christians who refuse to wake up to their 
spiritual needs. The subject of the judgment is of a most serious nature. Are you ready?  

Application 
What can we do to help stagnant Christians shine brighter? We can speak to them about the work of the Holy 
Spirit, who alone can regenerate a stagnant life. We should teach them that the empowerment of the Holy Spirit 
is based upon two things. First, we will receive the Holy Spirit based upon our daily need of Christ. In other words, 
when you wake up in the morning, do you make the firm decision to be like Jesus? Do you express your need and 
desire for Him? If we have no desire or need for Jesus, then why be empowered by the Holy Spirit? The power of 
the Holy Spirit is for those who choose to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. 

Second, we will be empowered by the Holy Spirit when we freely give to others what we have freely received. In 
other words, am I willing to be used in God’s service today? If you are planning to hide your light under a bushel, 
why be empowered by the Holy Spirit? But if you choose to be used in God’s service, then you will receive a fresh 
supply of the Holy Spirit for that day.  

We can also make stagnant Christians aware of the judgment. In preparation for the judgment, we need to make 
sure that we are right with God and our fellow man. In addition, we should make sure that we are earnest seekers 
for truth. Most people will be lost because they didn’t take the time to discover what is truth.  

Philadelphia 3:7–13 

Time Period 
The church of the open door, AD 1798–1844 

Spiritual Condition 
Zealous and spiritual. 

History 
The name Philadelphia means “brotherly love.” Jesus commends these Philadelphian Christians, saying, “for thou 
hast a little strength, and hast kept My word, and hast not denied My name.” During this time a great revival took 
place. Followers of Christ chose true godliness over religious forms. Excitement over the soon return of Christ was 
the catalyst of this revival. Truths that had been lost during the Dark Ages of Papal supremacy now came 
streaming forth.  

Description of Jesus 
Jesus is described as He “that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man 
shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth.”  

Christ the Holy One inspired these Philadelphian Christians to strive for holiness in their own lives. Christ the True 
One inspired these saints to go by the Bible and the Bible only. The door that would be opened was none other 
than the door that led from the Holy Place to the Most Holy Place in the heavenly Sanctuary. On October 22, 
1844, Christ entered the Most Holy Place in heaven. This was the fulfillment of the prophecy found in Daniel 8:14. 
As these saints by faith followed Jesus into the Holy of Holies, they discover the high priestly work of Jesus in the 
heavenly Sanctuary above. They learned that Jesus was beginning His work of judgment, which was preparatory 
for His soon return.  
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Commendation 3:8  
The “little strength” of Philadelphia certainly surpassed the stagnation and sleepiness of Sardis. Yet this mention 
of a “little strength” implies the promise of greater strength. That greater strength would come to those who 
would by faith follow Jesus into the Most Holy Place in the heavenly Sanctuary.  

Reward 3:9–12  
Jesus said that the “synagogue of Satan” would bow at their feet. The time will come that those who teach error 
will acknowledge the truth discovered by these saints of God.  

Jesus promises, “I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new 
Jerusalem.... I will write upon him My new name.” Our new names represent the new characters we develop in 
cooperation with heavenly agencies. With the name of the city of God, we become citizens of that glorious New 
Jerusalem.  

Jesus will make the overcomers “pillars in the temple” of God. This means that they will hold important and 
permanent positions in the very presence of God.  

Jesus also promises to keep them “from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them 
that dwell upon the earth.” It would seem evident that these nineteenth-century Philadelphia Christians were 
tested on some special portion of Scripture that those living in the end of time will likewise face. It is also evident 
that an hour of temptation will come upon the whole world. So what was the test that these faithful Christians in 
the nineteenth century had to face? As we will see later, it will concern the law of God, especially the Sabbath 
commandment. 

Description of Jesus 3:7, 8  
We are introduced to the church of Philadelphia as the church of the open door. Christ presents Himself as “he 
that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth; I know thy 
works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it.”  

Jesus has the “key of David” and has full authority to carry the plan of salvation forward. The “key of David” 
comes from Isaiah’s prophecy concerning Eliakim. Eliakim was appointed to have supervision over the household 
of David, as signified by the fact that he was to be given the key of the house of David. See lsaiah 22:20–22; 2 
Kings 18:18. Christ’s possession of the “key” represents His jurisdiction over the church and all spiritual outcomes. 
The Papacy doesn’t have the keys; Jesus has the keys. He is the only One qualified to possess the keys.  

Christ now opens before the Philadelphians a “door” of unlimited power that surpasses their “little strength.” This 
open door presents to man unlimited opportunity to live a victorious Christian life. A “door” is often used in the 
Bible as a symbol of opportunity. See Acts 14:27; 1 Corinthians 16:9; 2 Corinthians 2:12; Colossians 4:3.  

The close of the Philadelphian period marks the opening of this door. The truth would be discovered that Jesus is 
our High Priest in the heavenly Sanctuary above, “the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.” 
Hebrews 8:2, 6. The “shut door” would be the door to the Holy Place, and the “open door” would refer to the 
Most Holy Place where Christ would perform His final work in saving man. In other words, the “shut door” 
indicates the closing of the first phase of Christ’s work as our High Priest, and the “open door” represents the 
beginning of Christ’s second and final phase.  

No man can shut the door to the Most Holy Place in heaven, nor can they open the door Christ shut in the Holy 
Place. Christ’s work moves forward and no man can hinder Christ’s priestly ministry. The Most Holy Place 
represents the day of judgment. In the earthly temple, which was but a copy of the one in heaven, the Most Holy 
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Place was entered into on but one day of the year. This was the last day of the religious year, representing the day 
of judgment for Israel. Only the high priest could enter the Most Holy Place on that solemn day. On this day, the 
people of Israel needed to make themselves right with God and their fellow man. If they failed, they were cast out 
of Israel. This solemn day, known as the Day of Atonement, or Yom Kippur, was but a type or shadow of the day of 
judgment in the heavenly Sanctuary. On this day the people were judged, and the Sanctuary was cleansed of all 
the sins that had accumulated there throughout the religious year. Daniel 8:14 provides for us a time prophecy 
that points to the year when Christ would begin to cleanse the heavenly Sanctuary. The 2300 days represent 2300 
years, a day representing a year in Bible prophecy. See Numbers 14:33, 34; Ezekiel 4:5, 6. This time prophecy 
ended in 1844. Hence, the Philadelphian time takes us from one fulfilled time prophecy ending in 1798, the 1260-
year prophecy, to the great 2300-year time prophecy ending in 1844. During this span of nearly 50 years there 
was a revival of primitive godliness that, sad to say, we have not seen since.  

Application 
How do you help people who already shine brightly for Jesus shine even brighter? We should continue to focus on 
the holiness of Christ. It is as we behold Christ, who is altogether lovely, that we continue to be transformed into 
His image. The Bible says, “For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he.” Proverbs 23:7. The mind of the man is the 
man. What we think about is what we begin to love and cherish.  

We should spend at least a thoughtful hour each day contemplating the life of Christ, especially the closing 
scenes. As we do, our love for Jesus will grow and we will become more like Him in thoughts and feelings. The 
devil will try to get you to behold the world, the faults of others, our own faults, and all our sorrows and 
perplexities in life. 

The devil knows that if you dwell upon worldly things that you will become worldly. If you dwell upon the faults of 
others you will become a faultfinder. If you dwell upon your own faults you will not grow spiritually. Why? 
Because you cannot rise any higher than your highest thought. This is why our highest thoughts should be of 
Christ and His perfection. If you dwell upon all your sorrows and perplexities in life, then you will only become 
depressed and never choose to do great things for God. Therefore, be vigilant, watchful, and prayerful. Choose to 
dwell upon those things that are lovely, honest, good, and kind. 

Laodicea 3:14–22 

Time Period 
The judgment-hour church, 1844 to the Second Coming 

Spiritual Condition 
This church is lukewarm.  

History 
Laodicea, the seventh church, is the last church of the Christian era. Laodicea means a people judged. This period 
represents the time when the books are opened for judgment and Jesus enters His last phase of ministry prior to 
His second coming. 

Rebuke 3:15–17  
Tragically, to this last-day church Jesus had no commendation to give, but only a stinging rebuke, saying, “I know 
thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot…Because thou sayest, I am rich, and 
increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and 
poor, and blind, and naked.”  
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Jesus was telling the Laodiceans that they were self-deceived. They were lukewarm. In other words, they were not 
very bad, yet not very good; not outright hostile to Christ, yet not vitally committed to Him; not absolutely selfish, 
yet not enthusiastically generous; not opposed to helping others, but not doing all they could do. What made 
their condition disgusting was the fact that they had more light than other Christians. To these Laodiceans, Christ 
says, “I will spue thee out of My mouth.” However, He adds, “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous 
therefore, and repent.” Revelation 3:19.  

Remedy 3:18  
Christ states His prescription for this lukewarm illness, saying, “I counsel thee to buy of Me gold tried in the fire, 
that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness 
do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyeslave, that thou mayest see.”  

The “white garment” is identified in Revelation 19:7, 8 as “the righteousness of the saints.” But where did the 
saints obtain this righteousness? The Bible says that Christ is “THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” Jeremiah 23:6. As 
Paul wrote, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I 
now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me.” Galatians 2:20. 
Through Christ we become a new creature and a new creation. Through His shed blood we are justified. Through 
His applied blood we are sanctified.  

The heavenly “eyesalve” is the work of the Holy Spirit to help us see ourselves as we really are. With the Holy 
Spirit, we will have greater discernment between right and wrong. We will have a keener sense of the times in 
which we live. We will be better able to see opportunities for ministry. In other words, we will not be as blind as 
we are right now. We should all hunger and thirst to have better spiritual eyesight.  

“Gold tried in the fire” represents faith and love that purifies the soul. We know that gold represents wealth and 
riches in this world. So what constitutes spiritual riches? James wrote, “Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not 
God chosen the poor of this world, rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which He hath promised to them that 
love Him.” James 2:5.  

Our faith in God makes us rich. Yet what is faith in God without love for God? In fact, Paul teaches us that faith 
works by love. See Galatians 5:6. Our faith is motivated to serve God and our fellow man by the love of Christ for 
us. In the love chapter, 1 Corinthians 13, we find that there is faith, hope, and love, yet the greatest of these is 
love. It is our faith in God’s love for us and our love for God and one another that makes us rich indeed.  

Reward 3:20, 21  
Jesus said, “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to 
him, and will sup with him, and he with Me. To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me in My throne, even 
as I also overcame, and am set down with My Father in His throne.”  

Evidently it is not enough to want to be a Christian. We must choose to be Christians and open the door of our 
heart for Jesus to abide. Christ will not force Himself in, but He continues to knock at our heart’s door. Will we let 
Him come in?  

Application:  
How do you help a lukewarm Christian who is a nice person but not a sanctified person? How do you help 
someone who gives a little, but does not sacrifice all? How do you help someone who likes to hear mission stories 
but is not actively involved in outreach? How do you help a church organization that is proud of their little 
progress? How do you help someone that is self-sufficient?  
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These Laodicean Christians followed the Philadelphian era of the open door. Vast opportunities were before 
them. New light had come to them. They had found Jesus as the High Priest in the heavenly Sanctuary; they 
rediscovered the truth about the Sabbath; they made great strides in health reform, educational reform, and 
dress reform; they gained tremendous insights into Bible prophecy. Simply said, they had it all. What they lacked 
wasn’t information, but experience.  

They became proud of their spiritual knowledge and possessions, but they lacked a true understanding of their 
own spiritual condition. So Jesus told them exactly what they needed. First, they are to receive the righteousness 
of Christ—the white raiment. There is only one place to get righteousness. You cannot get it from yourself, 
because you have none. While the law defines righteousness, you cannot get righteousness from the law. 
Righteousness must come from the Lord.  

Jesus came to our world to live a righteous life for us. He did that which we were unable to do ourselves. By the 
power of the Holy Spirit, Christ lived a perfect and obedient life in our fallen flesh. He conquered sin in our flesh 
that we might now live godly in Him.  

When we accept Jesus as our Savior, His perfect life is credited to our account in heaven. His perfect life covers all 
our sins. But Christ does more than credit to us His righteousness, He imparts His righteousness to us through the 
work of the Holy Spirit. The impartation of the life of Christ is the impartation of the Spirit. Christ now lives in us. 
His righteousness becomes ours. We now live His life.  

When we receive the eyesalve of the Holy Spirit we will have greater discernment between truth and error, right 
and wrong. We will have greater discernment concerning opportunities to minister to the needs of others. And 
we will have greater discernment concerning the times in which we live. 

When we have that faith tried in the fire, we will endure trials as Jesus endured trials. We will do what Jesus did. 
We will find new ways of reaching perishing souls.  

Apply It!  

Let us review the seven churches and see what questions we can ask ourselves. Spend time thinking about 
how we would answer these questions personally.  

Ephesus  

Do we labor for Jesus?  

Do we have Christ’s patience?  

Do we hate evil? 

Have we tested false teachings and false teachers with God’s Word? 

Have we left our first love? 

Do we love Jesus as much as we did when we first walked with Him? 

Smyrna  

Do we endure trials and tribulations patiently? 

Are we rich in faith, trusting and loving the Lord? 

Pergamos 

Do we stand up against apostasy like faithful Antipas? 

Do we hold to the doctrine of Balaam? 

Are we hurting the spirituality of others by our selfish ambitions? 

Are we silent when it comes to the doctrine of the Nicolaitans? 
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Are we failing to uphold the standard of God’s Ten Commandments? Are we ourselves commandment 
breakers?  

Thyatira  

Do we practice charity and service? 

Do we have faith and patience? 

Are our good deeds growing? 

Do we tolerate “that woman Jezebel”? 

In other words, do we tolerate the unholy mixture of truth and error in the churches? Do we tolerate 
pagan beliefs and customs in the church? Will we take a stand for religious liberty and the separation 
of church and state though her champions are few? Are we willing to unmask the anti-christ power of 
the Papacy?  

Are there things in our life that we are refusing to repent of? 

Sardis 

Are we watchful, vigilant, and alert? 

Do we strengthen what we already have? 

Do we have a false security because we are the member of a certain church?  

Philadelphia  

Have we kept God’s Word?  

Have we refused to deny His name?  

Are we willing to proclaim His truth in the face of opposition?  

Are we willing to walk through the door to the Most Holy Place to receive greater strength and a holier 
life?  

Laodicea  

Are we lukewarm? In other words, have we failed to fully consecrate ourselves to God?  

Will we choose to be rich by faith and love?  

Will we be willing to see our true spiritual condition?  

Will we exchange our filthy robes for Christ’s robe of righteousness?  

Will we open the door to our heart for Jesus to abide?  

Let us also take time to review the promises to the seven churches.  

Ephesus  

“To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the Tree of Life, which is in the midst of the paradise of 
God.” (2:7)  

Smyrna  

“Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” (2:10)  

“He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.” (2:11)  

Pergamos 

“To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in 
the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.” (2:17) 

Thyatira  

“And he that overcometh, and keepethMy works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: 
and he shall rule them with a rod of iron.” (2:26, 27)  
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“And I will give him the morning star.” (2:28)  

Sardis  

“He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of 
the book of life, but I will confess his name before My Father, and before His angels.” (3:5)  

Philadelphia  

“Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, 
which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.” (3:10)  

“Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go no more out: and I 
will write upon him the name of My God, and the name of the city of My God, which is new 
Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from My God: and I will write upon him My new 
name.” (3:12)  

Laodicea  

“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to 
him, and will sup with him, and he with Me.” (3:20)  

“To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me in My throne, even as I also overcame, and am set 
down with My Father in His throne.” (3:21)  

 

Let us take the time to review the seven descriptions of Jesus through the seven churches. 

Ephesus  

“These things saith He that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the 
seven golden candlesticks.” (2:1)  

Smyrna  

“These things saith the First and the Last, which was dead, and is alive.” (2:8)  

Pergamos 

“These things saith He which hath the sharp sword with two edges.” (2:12)  

Thyatira  

“These things saith the Son of God, who hath His eyes like unto a flame of fire, His feet are like fine 
brass.” (2: 18)  

Sardis  

“These things saith He that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars.” (3: 1)  

Philadelphia  

“These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no 
man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth.” (3:7)  

Laodicea  
 “These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the beginning of the creation of God.” (3:  

 14) 
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